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Schoolgirl Milky Crisis (n.) 1. A silly name for a generic anime show, made up to protect the

innocent in Jonathan Clementsâ€™ long-running insider column about the Japanese comics and

cartoons business. (n.) 2. A hugely entertaining collection of nearly two decades of articles,

speeches and interviews by Jonathan Clements, manga and anime translator, sometime voice

actor, and co-author of the Anime Encyclopedia.Mixing reviews, cultural commentary, insights into

classic manga and anime titles, interviews and profiles of Japanâ€™s top creators, and hilarious

insider stories from the anime trade, Clements is your guide to this fascinating and often very

strange world, with new illustrations from fan favourite artist Steve Kyte.
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Full disclosure: I've been in the manga and anime business for 25 years, and I knew Jonathan when

he was a charming young fan being haplessly drunken under the table by his elders.Jonathan has

written a wide range of books (all of them worth reading) but here's where he finally gives us the

long overdue data dump of his astoundingly wide-ranging experiences in the Asian entertainment

business. Some of these stories I'd heard before, some I hadn't (and, alas, some of his best will

probably never be published) but Jonathan writes with a wry wit that is uniquely his own and while I

rarely laugh out loud at books, this one had me chucking more than once. Sometimes in

amusement, sometimes in sympathetic pain. Yet some of the writing, such as his account of a day

in the life of a voice actress, truly captures the bittersweet life these "stars" lead. Jon's writing is

nothing if not versatile.If you are a manga or anime fan with even the faintest interest in what goes



on behind the curtain, you must buy this book. Just don't expect it to be all unicorns and butterflies.

If you'd rather believe anime and manga are created in a sterile vacuum, untouched by the wicked

ways of the world...this is, as the saying goes, not a book to be tossed aside lightly--it should be

hurled with great force.Jonathan also covers some subject areas that have had very little written

about them in English. The sections on Chinese animation and Korean animation and movies come

to mind.I loved the book from cover to cover, and learned a lot. For one thing, I learned that if I ever

have the chance to hear Jon give a speech, I'd better take it!A great read, dead-accurate as far as I

can confirm it, and worth every penny.
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